
 

Spotlight on... Spotlight on... 

Friends Around the Bend 
Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors 

FBFN Monthly Foundation Board Meeting
Monday, October 5th at 10:00 AM 

Call/text Diane Todd, President, to attend. 
281-415-2265 dmtodd50@gmail.com

FBFN Monthly Governing Social Club Board Meeting
Monday, October 5th at 1:30 PM

Call/text Liz Ard, President, to attend.
832-878-1840 buckingham4@aol.com  

No October coffee.
Hope to see you at the luncheon!

Save the Date!
November 19th

The coffee will be held at Fort Bend
Women’s Center Rio Bend, located at 1500

Pultar Road in Richmond.  

We will start at 10:30 instead of 10:00 due
to the location. 

In the spirit of sharing our blessings, we
have a tradition of bringing nonperishable

food, which we will donate to Helping Hands
in Richmond. 

More details to come in November
newsletter.

It is a treat to use their lovely room and we
want to make it special. 

We need some ladies to bring casseroles and
desserts. Please contact Janet Hill if you can

help. Ghill55@comcast.net or 281/682-
4820.

October 2026October 2026October 2026
Coffee Time & General Meeting Coffee Time & General Meeting 

Activity Leaders: 
Gloria Mikulenka 832-244-6547 gmikulenka@comcast.net

Donna Shipwash 281-923-5100 donna@donnashipwash.com

Field Trip
Discover, Explore & Have Fun Together!

Looking for a fun way to get out, explore, and make new
friends? The Field Trip Group is always ready for the next

adventure! Our group of ladies enjoy discovering fascinating
and wonderfully unexpected places throughout Houston and

beyond. Every outing is an opportunity to see something new,
share a few laughs, enjoy great food, and make wonderful
memories with friends. Join the Field Trip group and make

our next adventure your first!

This month's adventure: 
7:30 PM Evening Haunted Tour of Downtown Houston

($49.95 each)
Step aboard Houston’s only haunted double-decker bus tour…

if you dare.

Embark on a spine-chilling adventure through the heart of
historic downtown Houston on our Evening Haunted Bus

Tour. As the sun sets and the city lights flicker to life, you'll
venture through shadowy streets and eerie alleys, uncovering

the darker side of Houston’s past.
Led by our expert guide, you'll hear hair-raising tales of

ghostly encounters, haunted landmarks, and the restless
spirits that still roam the city. From haunted hotels and

centuries-old buildings to long-forgotten legends and untold
mysteries, this tour offers an unforgettable glimpse into

Houston’s supernatural history.
Perfect for history buffs, thrill-seekers, and anyone curious
about the paranormal, the Evening Haunted Tour will leave
you with chills and a new perspective on the city after dark.

Join us—if you dare—and experience downtown Houston like
never before.

Duration: 90 Minutes Date: Saturday, October 24  or
Thursday, October 29  

th

th

If this interests you and you want to go, please let Gloria
know by Sunday night (September 20 )! Reservations need
to be made ASAP, as the buses are filling fast. The seats may

have already been taken by the time you read this in the
newsletter, as it already went out as an eblast on September

18 . If still interested, please RSVP to Gloria at
gmikulenka@comcast.net.

th

th

https://www.fbfn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/543097099200552
mailto:dmtodd50@gmail.com
mailto:buckingham4@aol.com
mailto:Ghill55@comcast.net
mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net
mailto:donna@donnashipwash.com
mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net


Social Club‌  Social Club   Social Club   Social Club   News News News News 
Let's give a warm welcome to Autumn
and Joy Dowell, our new president-
elect. Thank you, Joy, for committing
three years of your time and energy to
serve on the FBFN board.
It was great to see everyone at
Member Appreciation Day. I loved the
positive energy in the conference
center, and it was wonderful to hear
laughter and see genuine smiles from
our members.
I hope the weather cools off soon and
that you enjoy every moment of fall
ball.
Sincerely, 
Liz

FBFN Social Board 2026-2027
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EXECUTIVE
President Liz Ard 
832-878-1840 buckingham4@aol.com

President Elect Joy Dowell
281-844-4982 rpjdd@aol.com  

1st VP Luncheons Jovita Lopez Smith
281-937-1742 jovitalsmith@gmail.com

Lulu Lopez Storey 
361-688-0316 lulu8994@gmx.com

2nd VP Coffees Janet Hill 
281-682-4820 ghill55@comcast.net

3rd VP Membership Cherie Young
Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com
713-858-2932 

Secretary Heidi Higginbotham 
832-421-6512   hhigginbo@juno.com

Treasurer Toni Benavides 
281-610-5980 tbenav56@gmail.com

Past President Marilyn J Davis 
281-615-7773 marilyndavis17@gmail.com

CHAIRPERSONS
Activities Dee Cordell
832-361-0510 deannacordell@att.net

Constant Contact & Facebook Sharon Harry 
713-816-8915   sharon@sharonaharry.com

Directory Coordinator Cindy Smith 
713-569-4039 cindysmith203@gmail.com

Directory Advertisements Janet Pfeifer
808-494-4926 jancpfeifer@gmail.com

Directory Member Information 
Joyce Levine 
954-612-9730 jnatlevine@gmail.com

Directory Photographer Vacant

Historian Marsha Wicks 
281-636-0301   marshawicks@yahoo.com

New Member Support  Mary Becnel 
281-451-0189 maebec.becnel515@gmail.com

Mailed Newsletter  Rhonda Caraway
281-757-4484 popcar06@gmail.com

Sunshine Patty Ranson 
713-857-7405 pattyransn@aol.com

Newsletter Jana Yeager 
281-433-2526  jsyeager88@gmail.com

Website Kathy Gawlik 
281-844-3587 kathy.gawlik@hotmail.com

EVENTS
Member Appreciation/Game Day Vacant

Field Trips Gloria Mikulenka 
832-244-6547 gmikulenka@comcast.net

Donna Shipwash
281-923-5100 donna@donnashipwash.com
             

High Tea Ann Warner 
281-903-7384 annloraine1@comcast.net

Holiday Party Gloria Mikulenka 
832-244-6547 gmikulenka@comcast.net

Sharon Harry 
713-816-8915 sharon@sharonaharry.com

Picnic Vacant MEMBERSHIP  NUMBER IS 292 

The 2026-2027 FBFN
Directories are Here!

The Directories will be available at
all monthly Coffees through

December.
If you are unable to attend, please

call or text Cindy Smith at 
713-569-4039.

We can then arrange to get a
directory to you.

mailto:buckingham4@aol.com
mailto:rpjdd@aol.com
mailto:jovitalsmith@gmail.com
mailto:lulu8994@gmx.com
mailto:ghill55@comcast.net
mailto:Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com
mailto:hhigginbo@juno.com
mailto:tbenav56@gmail.com
mailto:marilyndavis17@gmail.com
mailto:deannacordell@att.net
mailto:sharon@sharonaharry.com
mailto:cindysmith203@gmail.com
mailto:jancpfeifer@gmail.com
mailto:jnatlevine@gmail.com
mailto:marshawicks@yahoo.com
mailto:Maebec.becnel515@gmail.com
mailto:popcar06@gmail.com
mailto:pattyransn@aol.com
mailto:jsyeager88@gmail.com
mailto:kathy.gawlik@hotmail.com
mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net
mailto:donna@donnashipwash.com
mailto:annloraine1@comcast.net
mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net
mailto:sharon@sharonaharry.com


President 
Diane Todd

281-415-2265 
dmtodd50@gmail.com

 
VP Scholarships 

Jeanette Hoffmann
281-433-2426

hoffmann_jeanette@att.net
 

VP Development 
 Joanne Must 
281-635-0563 

jmust52@gmail.com
 

VP Events 
Vacant

Secretary
 Jane Kress

832-363-7834
jkaykress@yahoo.com

 
Treasurer 

Vicki Margita 
713-304-6487 

vickiisarunner@yahoo.com 
 

 Members-At-Large

Mary Bates
832-655-7948

metbates@gmail.com

Carol Griesser
832-287-9032

cmgriess@gmail.com

Vacant position
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FBFN Foundation Board
2026-2027

FBFN Foundation Board
2026-2027 Foundation Foundation News

FBFN Foundation Scholarship Process
In the fall, high school seniors contemplate their career path. Will they
seek higher education or not? If they pursue higher education, where will
they get funding?
Fort Bend County and Wharton County High Schools hold College
Fairs each fall to provide students and parents with information on
higher education options and financial possibilities. The Fairs are
staffed by colleges throughout the United States, armed services, trade
schools and financial assistance organizations, including FBFN.

FBFN Foundation Scholarship Process
High School College Fairs. FBFN Members attend high school
college Fairs promoting our scholarship program. 
FBFN October Foundation Fundraiser and Auction Luncheon.
Proceeds from this luncheon fund the FBFN Scholarship Program.
The Auction items, Gift Certificates, and Wine are donated by
FBFN Members and local businesses.
FBFN Foundation Scholarship Application. Online application is
available at fbfnfoundation.org. Scholarship Applications open
online January 1, 2027, and close March 15, 2027.
FBFN Foundation Scholarship Committee. FBFN Members on the
Scholarship Committee meet in late March 2027 to review
applications and determine Scholarship Awardees.
The FBFN Scholarship Awards. Students receiving a Scholarship
are presented with their award during school award assemblies.

If you would like to volunteer in any segment of the FBFN Scholarship
Process, please contact Jeanette Hoffman at hoffmann_jeanette@att.net. 

To the FBFN Members volunteering with the October Foundation
Fundraiser and Luncheon on October 15, I extend a sincere Thank You
for your support. To the many FBFN Members and businesses donating
auction items, Thank You. It is your dedication that funds the FBFN
Scholarships awarded each year to deserving students so they may
realize their academic dreams.

Diane Todd
FBFN Foundation, President 2025 - 2027

mailto:dmtodd50@gmail.com
mailto:hoffmann_jeanette@att.net
mailto:hoffmann_jeanette@att.net
mailto:jmust52@gmail.com
mailto:jkaykress@yahoo.com
mailto:vickiisarunner@yahoo.com
mailto:metbates@gmail.com
mailto:cmgriess@gmail.com
https://fbfnfoundation.org/
mailto:hoffmann_jeanette@att.net


Diane Todd   Oct 1
Grace Ferry Oct 3
Debra Igbokwe Oct 3
Kerry Zech Oct 3
Johnette Easton Oct 4
Carol Griesser Oct 4
Dipti Patel Oct 4
Barbara Watson Oct 4
Yvonne Landry  Oct 6
Jana Yeager Oct 11
Ellen Asnes Oct 12
Maureen Saenz Oct 12
Nancy Byrne Oct 13
MarilynDavis Oct 13
Sharon Forlano Oct 13
Nancy Stockwell Oct 13
Brenda Stevenson Oct 15
Cynthia Peterson Oct 16
Bren Smigiel Oct 16
Vonda Cummings Oct 17
Chayo Huff Oct 17
Ginny Sarch Oct 17
Ginger Schultz Oct 17
Jan Rowland-Green Oct 20
Shirley Grass Oct 21
Ellen Hickmon  Oct 21
Teresa Bryant Oct 22
Jody Duffey Oct 28
Dori Mehling Oct 28
JoAnne Mitton Oct 30
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What’s something your customer usually gets wrong about your business?
The biggest misconception is that insurance is all about price, when the
right coverage – and having an experienced agent who knows you and

advocates for you – can make all the difference when you actually need it.
What keeps you motivated to sell, or provide your products? Knowing

that we’re helping people protect what they’ve worked hard to build – and
being there for them when they need us most – is what keeps me

motivated every day.

Advertiser Questions

FACEBOOK GROUP PAGE
 

If you are not a member of our Facebook Group Page,
please join! There, you will see pictures of Club activities and

reminders of upcoming events! There are even birthday wishes that
go out to all our members and much more!

 
Our page is a private page, which means that anyone can

find our group on Facebook by searching for it, but they will not be
able to see any of our posts, pictures, members, etc. unless they are a

member. You must be a member of FBFN to join.
 

Go to Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors (spelled out) and ask to join.
You will be approved and can start seeing all the “happenings” in our

Club.
 

PLEASE NOTE: Members can only post pictures and information
that pertains to FBFN. All other posts or pictures will be removed.

Thank you for understanding. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Harry at
sharon@sharonaharry.com

mailto:sharon@sharonaharry.com


TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 20TH

AT 11:30
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Lomonte’s Italian Restaurant
815 Plantation Dr., #180
Richmond, Texas 77406

I hope everyone had a pleasant summer and a
relaxing Labor Day. Welcome back!

It’s been a while, and I’m ready for some great Italian
food. How about you? Let’s meet at Lomonte’s in

October. They are excited to see us return.
 

Please come meet me there!
 

 RSVP to Activity Leader: Ellen at
ehickmon50@yahoo.com or 281-731-2147. 

The deadline to RSVP is Friday, October 2nd.

Sunday, October 4th
6:30 p.m.

RSVP to Activity Leader: Monica Lehrer
979-541-9650 monicalehrer@gmail.com

Co-Leader: Anne Beatty 

4514 Hwy 6 Sugar Land 77478

RSVP to Activity leaders: Cherie Young
cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com 

or Pam Fite Pam.Fite@yahoo.com

Friday, 
October 23 
11:15 AM 

16535 Southwest Fwy, 
Sugar Land, TX 77479

(281) 313-9500
 * Gluten sensitive items and other

dietary needs available 

 Activity Leader: Marilyn J Davis  marilyndavis17@gmail.com  281-615-7773

Belles de Cuisine will not meet in October. Many of the
regular attendees are traveling, including the Chair. 

We will meet again on Wednesday, November 11. Evites
will go out October 28. 

October is the opal month
of the year. It is the

month of glory, of ripeness.”
– Emphasizing the

richness and beauty of the
season 

– Henry Ward Beecher

https://www.lomontesrestaurant.com/
mailto:ehickmon50@yahoo.com
https://elfogonmexicankitchen.com/
mailto:monicalehrer@gmail.com
https://www.thecheesecakefactory.com/menu?_ga=2.133398218.531744045.1779396949-699288576.1749144209
mailto:cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com
mailto:Pam.Fite@yahoo.com
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e9a7a32059bc8c332240939cd797665f064e89fd4de32f0401112b727b42cb75JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1badb38f-5162-6897-0808-a62f50f56955&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVRoZSUyMENoZWVzZWNha2UlMjBGYWN0b3J5JnNzPXlwaWQuWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwJnBwb2lzPTI5LjU5MzI2NTUzMzQ0NzI2Nl8tOTUuNjIzNDQzNjAzNTE1NjJfVGhlJTIwQ2hlZXNlY2FrZSUyMEZhY3RvcnlfWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwfiZjcD0yOS41OTMyNjZ-LTk1LjYyMzQ0NCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e9a7a32059bc8c332240939cd797665f064e89fd4de32f0401112b727b42cb75JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1badb38f-5162-6897-0808-a62f50f56955&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVRoZSUyMENoZWVzZWNha2UlMjBGYWN0b3J5JnNzPXlwaWQuWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwJnBwb2lzPTI5LjU5MzI2NTUzMzQ0NzI2Nl8tOTUuNjIzNDQzNjAzNTE1NjJfVGhlJTIwQ2hlZXNlY2FrZSUyMEZhY3RvcnlfWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwfiZjcD0yOS41OTMyNjZ-LTk1LjYyMzQ0NCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e9a7a32059bc8c332240939cd797665f064e89fd4de32f0401112b727b42cb75JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1badb38f-5162-6897-0808-a62f50f56955&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVRoZSUyMENoZWVzZWNha2UlMjBGYWN0b3J5JnNzPXlwaWQuWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwJnBwb2lzPTI5LjU5MzI2NTUzMzQ0NzI2Nl8tOTUuNjIzNDQzNjAzNTE1NjJfVGhlJTIwQ2hlZXNlY2FrZSUyMEZhY3RvcnlfWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwfiZjcD0yOS41OTMyNjZ-LTk1LjYyMzQ0NCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e9a7a32059bc8c332240939cd797665f064e89fd4de32f0401112b727b42cb75JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1badb38f-5162-6897-0808-a62f50f56955&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVRoZSUyMENoZWVzZWNha2UlMjBGYWN0b3J5JnNzPXlwaWQuWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwJnBwb2lzPTI5LjU5MzI2NTUzMzQ0NzI2Nl8tOTUuNjIzNDQzNjAzNTE1NjJfVGhlJTIwQ2hlZXNlY2FrZSUyMEZhY3RvcnlfWU5GRjAzOTAwMjNDQjhCMDEwfiZjcD0yOS41OTMyNjZ-LTk1LjYyMzQ0NCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA
tel:2813139500
mailto:marilyndavis17@gmail.com
mailto:annedavisno1@yahoo.com


Activity Leader Joanne Must 281-635-0563
jmust52@gmail.com 
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Our luncheon this month brings
opportunities to prepare for your holiday
entertaining. One of Marsha’s Bakery and

Café specialties is our certificate area of the
auction. Our donors agree to prepare a

meal, or an entrée or a special dessert, that
will be prepared for the buyer, at a future

date. Certificates could also be for an
entertainment trio of appetizers that will help
make a hostess’ work lighter or a meal that
could be delivered to family that just had a
baby or to someone having surgery. Think
of a time when a meal or dessert would
have been a blessing to your family and

make plans to bid on one of our certificates.
You will also find an array of sweet and

savory treats that you can use for hostess
gifts and holiday entertaining, or for a sweet
indulgence for yourself. There are trays of
homemade candy, cookies, flavored nuts,
and more, to tempt your sweet tooth.  

Remember, the funds raised through the
sweet and savory treats and certificates you

bid on; all help our Fort Bend County
students attend a higher level of education

here in our area.

           Marsha’s Bakery & Café

BOOK
WORMS

Many Lives of Mama Love,
by Lara Love Hardin

Facilitator: Carrie Dolezal

November:
The Echo of Old Books, by

Barbara Davis
Facilitator: Jane Nilsson

10 am at Congregation Beth El Synagogue
3900 Raoul Wallenberg Lane

Missouri City, behind the Walmart on Hwy 6

Tuesday, October 6th

See the entire year’s book list HERE

GOOD FOOD, 
GOOD GIFTS, 
GOOD CAUSE

GOOD FOOD, 
GOOD GIFTS, 
GOOD CAUSE

Contact Activity Leader: Michelle Lindsay
412-310-0870

michellemlindsay@yahoo.com

AMC First Colony

Lunch: Velvet Taco

Time and Date: TBD

Activity Leader: Michelle Lindsay
412-310-0870

michellemlindsay@yahoo.com

Sense and Sensibility 

mailto:jmust52@gmail.com
mailto:jmust52@gmail.com
mailto:jmust52@gmail.com
https://www.fbfn.org/activities/
mailto:michellemlindsay@yahoo.com


Hosts: Sandra and Jeff Parker
Address:  4519 April Meadow Way

Sugar Land, TX 77479 
Subdivision: Crescent Lakes 

Limit: 30 guests
IMPORTANT RSVP CHANGE:  Effective only for

October. Email RSVP to: Joy Dowell 
rpjdd@aol.com 281-844-4982
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Ladies Halloween Happy Hour at Churrascos!
Let’s meet on the patio of Churrascos on Thursday, October 1st at 4:00 pm for a
scrumptious and Spooktacular Halloween Ladies Happy Hour!
Halloween colors, outfits, and/or accessories are encouraged but not required!

RSVP to Activity Leader Ann Warner at annloraine1@comcast.net or 281-903-7384 or on the Facebook event!

1520 Lake pointe Parkway Suite 500 SugarLand, 77478

Thursday, October 1st at 4pm

 Activity Leader: Pam Wasserman
p.wasserman@aol.com 832-465-4437

October 23, 2026 
(4th Friday)

7:00pm-10:00pm

Hand and Foot Canasta 
Group meets the second Friday of the month. 

Play is from 1 o’clock to 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 
If you would like to learn how to play the game. 

Please contact Kaye Epps 
at 832-818-0844 or hunybuny4590@gmail.com

The Treasure Hunters will be meeting
on Friday, October 23, 2026. We are
going to go to The Blue Bird Resale

Shop. It is located at 615 W. Alabama
St. Houston, Texas 77006. We will eat

lunch at The Burger Joint. It is located
at 2703 Montrose Blvd. I hope you will
join us as we venture down the road
looking for treasures. Please let me

know if you can make it. You can
email, text, or call me with any

questions. I look forward to seeing you
on Friday, October 23, 2026.

Friday, 
October 23
10:30 am

Patty Wilson 
Phone: 281-468-9425 

Directory Correction
Activity Leader: Marsha Wicks
marshawicks@yahoo.com or

281-636-0301 

https://churrascos.com/
mailto:rpjdd@aol.com
mailto:annloraine1@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/events/2764326080573156?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22home%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
mailto:hunybuny4590@gmail.com
https://burgerjointhtx.com/


OCTOBER 15, 2026
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 10 AM, LUNCH IS SERVED AT 11:30 AM

SAFARI TEXAS RANCH

Fabulous You

AUCTION AND LUNCHEON

FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER

Fashion show by

Stars
STRIPES
Sisterhood

AND

REGISTER NOW

FBFN

TICKETS
$50

FOR ALL
REGISTRATION DEADLINE FRI,  OCT. 2REGISTRATION DEADLINE FRI ,  OCT .  2REGISTRATION DEADLINE FRI,  OCT. 2
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D E A D L I N E  

O C T  2

https://forms.gle/GCt3NGi9GkWwpRkFA
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We are actively recruiting
Pinochle players. We meet at

10 am to 12 pm on the 4
Thursday of the month (this

month will be Oct 22)  at
Rudy’s Country Store and

Barbecue, 20500 SW
Freeway, Richmond. Come
learn or join in if you have
played before! Contact
Leigh Ann Gombac for

information. 

th

lgombac@yahoo.com

Pinochle

Monday, October 12
9:30 am 

Bonnie Monsanto's home
3107 Ann Arbor Court

Sugar Land 
RSVP to Bonnie at

bmon38@hotmail.com 
or 713-828-5496

 Activity Leader: Donna-Jean Dyer 
at 281-261-0987 or 

rose-cottage@comcast.net 

THINKING OF YOU

SYMPATHY
SHIRLEY MACHLEIT - LOSS OF MOTHER

DIANE CORTEZ - LOSS OF MOTHER
MARSHA WICKS - LOSS OF MOTHER IN-LAW

ANNETTE PARKS
MARTHA RASKIN

SUE ADAM
BARBARA HINKLE

Patty Ranson 713-857-7405
pattyransn@aol.com

 Connie Brashier (Leon)
8711 Fairbrook Drive

Missouri City, TX 77459
281-736-1034

conniiebrashier@gmail.com
Heritage Park

May 4
 

Christy Esmond (Evelyn Atlinger)
6003 Barrett Cove Court

Richmond, TX 77406
281-723-3493

cesmond@comcast.net
Long Meadow Farms

December 7

Mary Rawle (Chuck)
20907 Winston Lake Drive

Richmond, TX 77406
832-655-8749

rawle@earthlink.net
Long Meadow Farms

December 4

Mary Anne Smith
16839 Rippling Mill Drive
Sugar Land, TX 77478

626-560-4719
Marysmithlv936@gmail.com

Pheasant Creek
August 19

 
Alexia Williams

18401 University Boulevard #1111
Sugar Land, TX 77479

281-814-2772
alexis.smith48@yahoo.com

Riverstone
March 25

Renewing Member
Doris Walker

2811 Glenn Lakes Lane
Missouri City, TX 77459

832 584-4446
456stacey@gmail.com

Quail Valley
May 14

New Members

Wanna play BUNCO?Wanna play BUNCO?Wanna play BUNCO?
Bunco 1 is looking for new

permanent players
2nd Wednesday 10:00 am 

Contact: Susie Adair 
713-851-9920 

susie@adairtotravel.com

mailto:lgombac@yahoo.com
mailto:bmon38@hotmail.com
mailto:rose-cottage@comcast.net
mailto:rose-cottage@comcast.net
mailto:rose-cottage@comcast.net
mailto:pattyransn@aol.com


 

Ladies
W

IN
E 

WITH FRIEND
S

Advertiser Questions
It looks like fun. What keeps your group going?

Our group keeps going because it feels like a sisterhood
with a spark—where every gathering brings laughter,
encouragement, fresh ideas, and the joy of women

showing up for one another. It is the friendships, shared
experiences, and sense of belonging that keep the energy

alive.
 

What’s your favorite group activity?
Our favorite group activity is anything that allows us to

connect, celebrate, and create memories together—
especially themed socials, brunches, community outings, or
creative activities where everyone can relax, laugh, and let

their personality shine.

Costumes, masks, etc., are encouraged
but not required!

 
Home of Sharon and John Harry

1734 Randon’s Point Drive
Sugar Land, TX 77478

Sugarwood Subdivision

Chicken and Sausage Jambalaya

Please bring complimentary appetizers,
salad, sides, and dessert 

Please bring your bottle of wine or
‘witch’s potion’ (marked, please)

And your wine glasses
Limit 34

RSVP to
Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com

10

Saturday, 
October 24 
4-6:30pm

Spring Creek Barbeque
4895 Hwy 6, Missouri City, TX 

Just a fun night together. 
Bring games to play and plan to have dinner. 

    Activity Leader: Jeanne Dazey 
832-489-8471   dzyjnn@yahoo.com

“Wine with Witches and
other Spooky Friends”

Friday, October 9th, 2026
7:00 PM

mailto:Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com
mailto:dzyjnn@yahoo.com
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Compost - Add to your pile or create one. Clean out all the dead stuff

from your garden and flower beds. Leaves are already falling -- add

them, too.

Plant trees, shrubs, rose bushes and perennials. Planting now will

ensure better survival next spring/summer and earlier growth and

blooms.

Plant fall and winter color - pansies, dianthus, snapdragons,

alyssum, ornamental kale and cabbage, dusty miller, etc. Plant in

beds you cleaned out (from #1), or in pots on deck or porch.

Replace dead grass with St. Augustine sod. Weeds will sprout in

dead patches if you don't. New sod will be well-established by

spring. Winterize the lawn that you still have left. An organic, slow-

release fertilizer is just what the grass needs to get ready for cold

weather.

Be sure to have nectar feeders or nectar plants for migrating

hummingbirds and butterflies.

Plant fall veggies and herbs - Broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels

sprouts, lettuce, cabbage, peas, dill, cilantro, parsley, Swiss chard,

mustard greens, etc.

Plant bulbs by the Holidays. Between Halloween and Thanksgiving:

Crocus, anemones, freesia, ranunculus, alliums, lycoris, etc. Plant

paperwhites in pots by November 11th (Armistice Day) for blooming

in time for Christmas. Refrigerate tulips until New Year's Day, then

plant every two weeks through Valentine's Day for longer bloom

time.

Plant wildflower seeds through November - bluebonnets,

paintbrush, larkspur, etc. Also plant sweet pea seeds in November

for better results in spring.

Move and divide perennials and roses while they are dormant or

growing slowly. They will be ready to burst into bloom in spring.

Mulch, mulch, mulch -- the mulch you applied last spring is long

gone! Protect roots and maintain moisture while keeping weeds to a

minimum with a 3-inch layer of the mulch of your choice -- pine

straw, bark mulch, compost, leaves.

Garden Friends
Gathering 

October 26, 2026

We will be taking a Field
Trip. Details not finalized

yet. 
 (Watch for email with
more details about the

topic.)

Interested in joining? Activity
Leader: Gloria Mikulenka 

832-244-6547|
gmikulenka@comcast.net 
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GARDENGARDENGARDEN FRIENDSFRIENDSFRIENDS

Have a Fall Movie Marathon 
Stay at a Haunted Hotel

Try a Hot-Air Balloon Ride 
Plant a Fall Garden

Take a Chilly Beach Stroll
Play Fantasy Football
Visit a Pumpkin Patch

Tailgate at a Football Game
Go For a Fall Hike

Rent a Cabin
Take on a Mud Run

Go Zip Lining
Make a Pumpkin Spice Coffee

Visit a Zoo or Petting Zoo
Take a Scenic Train Ride 

Create an Autumn Wreath 
Make Caramel Apples

Host a Scary Movie Night
Play Touch Football

Light Autumn Scented Candles
Bake an Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Go To a Beach Bonfire 
Decorate the Outside
Plan an Autumn Date

Go Wine Tasting

FUN THINGS 
TO DO IN FALL

mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net
mailto:gmikulenka@comcast.net
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Belles de Cuisine
2nd Wednesday, 12 noon
Marilyn J Davis
281-615-7773 
marilyndavis17@gmail.com

Birthday Club
Monthly 11:15 am 
Pam Fite
832-748-7622
pam.fite@yahoo.com
 
& Cherie Young 
713-858-2932
Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent
.com

Bookworms
1st Tuesday 10:00 am
Joanne Must
281-635-0563
jmust52@gmail.com

Bunco 1
2nd Wednesday 10:00 am 
Susie Adair 
713-851-9920 
susie@adairtotravel.com

Bunco 2 
4th Wednesday 11:15 am
Monica Lehrer 
979-541-9650
monicalehrer@gmail.com

& Betsy Rohleder
281-731-7190 
betsyroh@yahoo.com

Bunco 4
2nd Thursday 11:00 am 
Sharon Harry
713-816-8915 
sharon@sharonaharry.com

Bunco 5
1st Tuesday 9:45 am 
Jan Girndt
281-610-5161
jgirndt@swbell.net

Bunco 7
2nd Thursday 11:15 am 
Monica Lehrer 
281-545-2208 
monicalehrer@gmail.com

Couples Bunco 1
3rd Friday 6:00 pm
Monica Lehrer 
979-541-9650
monicalehrer@gmail.com

Canasta 1
1st Wednesday 9:45 am 
Dee Cordell
832-361-0510
deannacordell@att.net

Canasta 2
4th Tuesday 1:00 pm
Lucy Tucker 
832-563-6119
lucytucker65@gmail.com

Canasta 3
2nd Tuesday 11:00 am
Teresa Bryant
713-304-0580
Tealea@swbell.net

Canasta 4
3rd Thursday12:00 Noon
Myriam Almquist
949-633-3376
myriamalmquist@hotmail.com

Canasta 5
3rd Wednesday 12 Noon
Barbara Hinkle
281-762-0218
b_hinkle@live.com

Canasta 6
2nd Tuesday 10:00 am
Ginny Sarch
760-533-3530
ginnylou72@gmail.com

Canasta 7
1st & 3rd Weds 1:00 PM
Sharon Forlano
281-937-9854
sharrick@aol.com

Canasta 8
2nd Thursday 10:00 AM
Lori Martz
832-535-0759
lhmartz63@yahoo.com

Cocktails & Conversations
4th Friday 7:00 PM
Pam Wasserman 
p.wasserman@aol.com
832-465-4437

Crafty House
Random months
Jana Yeager
281-433-2526
jsyeager88@gmail.com

Dinner with Friends Ft. Bend
1st Sunday 6:30 pm
Ellen Hickmon
281-731-2147
ehickmon50@yahoo.com

Five Crowns 1
3rd Wednesday 10:30 am
Sharon Henderson
832-978-0278
shartex@gmail.com

Five Crowns 2
3rd Wednesday 11:30 am
Fay Wohlfahrt
281 948 6185
fredphart@aol.com

Five Crowns 3
1st Thursday 10:30 AM
Cindy Smith
713-569-4039 
cindysmithclub@gmail.com

Garden Friends
4th Monday 9:30 am
Gloria Mikulenka
832-244-6547
gmikulenka@comcast.net

Genealogy
1st Thursday 9:30 am
Kathy Jacobs 
817-308-4361
jacobs76179@yahoo.com

& Vicki Flynn 
281-798-3473 
vhflynn@windstream.net

Hand & Foot Canasta
2nd Friday 1 pm
Kaye Epps 
832-818-0844 
 hunybuny4590@gmail.com

Happy Hour
1st Thursday 4 pm
Ann Warner
281-903-7384
annloraine1@comcast.net

Ladies Game Night
3rd Saturday 4 pm
Jeanne Dazey 
832-489-8471 
dzyjnn@yahoo.com

Lunch Bunch
3nd Tuesday 11:30 am
Monica Lehrer 
979-541-9650
monicalehrer@gmail.com
 
& Anne Beatty
713-818-5072
bearbeat1@aol.com

Mahjong - National League
2nd & 4th Thurs 1:00 pm 
Martha Raskin 
281-341-8381 
mkraskin@comcast.net 

Mexican Train 1
2nd Wednesday 12:30 pm
Carol Kanusky 
281-684-5555 
ckanusky@aol.com

Mexican Train 2
Last Friday 1:00 pm
Pat Roberts
rrob430022@aol.com
281-433-9897

Mexican Train 3
4th Wednesday 11:00 am
Heidi Higginbotham
832-421-6512
hhigginbo@juno.com

Mexican Train 4
3rd Wednesday 10:00 am
Jana Yeager
281-433-2526
jsyeager88@gmail.com

Movie Madness
Monthly
Michelle Lindsay
412-310-0870
michellemlindsay@yahoo.com

Pinochle
4thThursday 10:00 am
Leigh Ann Gombec
832-971-7120
lgombac@yahoo.com

Scrabble
Rotating Mondays
Donna-Jean Dyer 
281-261-0987 
rose-cottage@comcast.net

1st Monday Shanghai
1st Monday 12:30 PM
Myriam Almquist
949-633-3376
Myriamalmquist@gmail.com

1st Tuesday Shanghai
1st Tuesday 12:30 pm
Cherie Young 
713-858-2932
cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.
com

Shanghai 2
1st Wednesday 10:30 AM
Terri Osborn
832-451-9789 
terlward@yahoo.com 

Shanghai East
1st Friday 1:00 PM
Teresa Bryant
713-304-0580
tealea@swbell.net

Shanghai Ladies
2nd Wednesday 10:30 am
Jane Purcell
832-423-3233
scrappychic1@gmail.com

Shanghai
Last Wednesday 10:30am
Olga Salazar– Rangel
281-630-4200
Olipatty@yahoo.com

Shanghai Shakers
4th Tuesday 10:30 am
Sharon Harry
713-816-8915
sharon@sharonaharry.com

Singles Group 
Vacant

Treasure Hunters
4th Friday 10:30 am
Marsha Wicks
281-636-0301
marshawicks@yahoo.com

Wine with Friends
2nd Friday, 7 pm
Cherie Young 
713-858-2932
cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.
com

Group Activity LeadersGroup Activity Leaders  Group Activity Leaders Group Activity Leaders Group Activity Leaders 
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Garden
Friends
9:30 am 

Scrabble
9:30 am 

Social Club
Board		
Meeting	
1:30 pm 

	

Couples Bunco 1
6:00 pm 

Shanghai
12:30 Noon  

Foundation
Board
Meeting	
10 am 

Birthday Club 	
11:15 am 

 

Treasure
Hunters	
10:30 am 

Cocktails and
Conversations
 7 pm 	

Mexican Train 2 
1 pm 

Shanghai East
1pm 

Shanghai 
10:30 am

Bunco 2 
11:15 am

Mexican Train 3 
11 am 

Canasta 6 
10:00am 
Canasta 3 
11 am 

Bookworms 
10 am 

 Bunco 5 
9:45 am 

Shanghai
12:30 pm 

Canasta 7 
1 pm 

Shanghai 2 
10:30 am 

Canasta 1
9:45 am 

Bunco 1	
10 am 
Shanghai Ladies 
10:30 am 
Mexican Train 1 
12:30 pm 

Lunch Bunch
11:30am

Pinochle
10 am 

Mah Jongg (Nat’l.) 
1 pm 

Ladies Game
Night
4:00 pm 
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Canasta 7 
1pm 

Mexican Train 4 
10:00 am 

Canasta 5	
12 N 

Five Crowns 2 
11:30 am 

Five Crowns 1 
10:30 am 

Canasta 2
 1 pm 

Shanghai
Shakers
 10:30 am 

Hand and	Foot
Canasta 
1 pm

Mah Jongg (Nat’l.) 
1 pm 

Canasta 8	 
10:00am 

Bunco 7	 
11:15 am 

Bunco 4	 
11:00 am 

Field Trip

Wine with
Friends
7:00 pm 

OCTOBER
Five Crowns 3 
10:30 am 

 
4 pm 

Stars
STRIPES
Sisterhood

AND

AUCTION AND LUNCHEON

FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER

10:00 am 

Dinner with
Friends Fort
Bend
6:30 pm 


	Discover, Explore & Have Fun Together!
	FBFN Social Board 2026-2027

	Social Club
	News
	Let's give a warm welcome to Autumn and Joy Dowell, our new president-elect. Thank you, Joy, for committing three years of your time and energy to serve on the FBFN board.
	It was great to see everyone at Member Appreciation Day. I loved the positive energy in the conference center, and it was wonderful to hear laughter and see genuine smiles from our members.
	I hope the weather cools off soon and that you enjoy every moment of fall ball.
	Sincerely,
	Liz
	EXECUTIVE
	CHAIRPERSONS
	EVENTS

	The 2026-2027 FBFN Directories are Here!
	The Directories will be available at all monthly Coffees through December.
	If you are unable to attend, please call or text Cindy Smith at
	713-569-4039.
	We can then arrange to get a directory to you.
	President
	Diane Todd
	281-415-2265


	dmtodd50@gmail.com
	VP Scholarships
	Jeanette Hoffmann
	281-433-2426


	hoffmann_jeanette@att.net
	VP Development
	Joanne Must
	281-635-0563


	jmust52@gmail.com
	VP Events
	Vacant

	Secretary
	Jane Kress
	832-363-7834


	jkaykress@yahoo.com
	Treasurer
	Vicki Margita
	713-304-6487


	vickiisarunner@yahoo.com
	Members-At-Large
	Mary Bates
	832-655-7948


	metbates@gmail.com
	Carol Griesser
	832-287-9032

	cmgriess@gmail.com
	Vacant position

	FBFN Foundation Board 2026-2027

	News
	Foundation
	FBFN Foundation Scholarship Process
	In the fall, high school seniors contemplate their career path. Will they seek higher education or not? If they pursue higher education, where will they get funding?
	Fort Bend County and Wharton County High Schools hold College Fairs each fall to provide students and parents with information on higher education options and financial possibilities. The Fairs are staffed by colleges throughout the United States, armed services, trade schools and financial assistance organizations, including FBFN.

	FBFN Foundation Scholarship Process
	High School College Fairs. FBFN Members attend high school college Fairs promoting our scholarship program.
	FBFN October Foundation Fundraiser and Auction Luncheon. Proceeds from this luncheon fund the FBFN Scholarship Program. The Auction items, Gift Certificates, and Wine are donated by FBFN Members and local businesses.
	FBFN Foundation Scholarship Application. Online application is available at fbfnfoundation.org. Scholarship Applications open online January 1, 2027, and close March 15, 2027.
	FBFN Foundation Scholarship Committee. FBFN Members on the Scholarship Committee meet in late March 2027 to review applications and determine Scholarship Awardees.
	The FBFN Scholarship Awards. Students receiving a Scholarship are presented with their award during school award assemblies.
	If you would like to volunteer in any segment of the FBFN Scholarship Process, please contact Jeanette Hoffman at hoffmann_jeanette@att.net.
	To the FBFN Members volunteering with the October Foundation Fundraiser and Luncheon on October 15, I extend a sincere Thank You for your support. To the many FBFN Members and businesses donating auction items, Thank You. It is your dedication that funds the FBFN Scholarships awarded each year to deserving students so they may realize their academic dreams.
	Diane Todd
	FBFN Foundation, President 2025 - 2027

	Advertiser Questions
	What’s something your customer usually gets wrong about your business? The biggest misconception is that insurance is all about price, when the right coverage – and having an experienced agent who knows you and advocates for you – can make all the difference when you actually need it.
	What keeps you motivated to sell, or provide your products? Knowing that we’re helping people protect what they’ve worked hard to build – and being there for them when they need us most – is what keeps me motivated every day.

	FACEBOOK GROUP PAGE
	If you are not a member of our Facebook Group Page,
	please join! There, you will see pictures of Club activities and reminders of upcoming events! There are even birthday wishes that go out to all our members and much more!
	Our page is a private page, which means that anyone can
	find our group on Facebook by searching for it, but they will not be able to see any of our posts, pictures, members, etc. unless they are a member. You must be a member of FBFN to join.
	Go to Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors (spelled out) and ask to join. You will be approved and can start seeing all the “happenings” in our Club.
	PLEASE NOTE: Members can only post pictures and information that pertains to FBFN. All other posts or pictures will be removed. Thank you for understanding.
	If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Harry at
	sharon@sharonaharry.com
	Diane Todd   Oct 1
	Grace Ferry Oct 3
	Debra Igbokwe Oct 3
	Kerry Zech Oct 3
	Johnette Easton Oct 4
	Carol Griesser Oct 4
	Dipti Patel Oct 4
	Barbara Watson Oct 4
	Yvonne Landry  Oct 6
	Jana Yeager Oct 11
	Ellen Asnes Oct 12
	Maureen Saenz Oct 12
	Nancy Byrne Oct 13
	MarilynDavis Oct 13
	Sharon Forlano Oct 13
	Nancy Stockwell Oct 13
	Brenda Stevenson Oct 15
	Cynthia Peterson Oct 16
	Bren Smigiel Oct 16
	Vonda Cummings Oct 17
	Chayo Huff Oct 17
	Ginny Sarch Oct 17
	Ginger Schultz Oct 17
	Jan Rowland-Green Oct 20
	Shirley Grass Oct 21
	Ellen Hickmon  Oct 21
	Teresa Bryant Oct 22
	Jody Duffey Oct 28
	Dori Mehling Oct 28
	JoAnne Mitton Oct 30
	FBFN

	Stars

	STRIPES
	Sisterhood
	$50
	OCTOBER 15, 2026
	Fabulous You
	REGISTER NOW




	Ladies
	Saturday,
	October 24
	4-6:30pm
	Spring Creek Barbeque
	Just a fun night together.
	Bring games to play and plan to have dinner.
	“Wine with Witches and other Spooky Friends”
	Friday, October 9th, 2026
	7:00 PM
	Costumes, masks, etc., are encouraged but not required!
	Home of Sharon and John Harry
	1734 Randon’s Point Drive
	Sugar Land, TX 77478
	Sugarwood Subdivision
	Chicken and Sausage Jambalaya
	Please bring complimentary appetizers, salad, sides, and dessert
	Please bring your bottle of wine or ‘witch’s potion’ (marked, please)
	And your wine glasses
	Limit 34
	RSVP to Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com




	Group Activity Leaders
	Belles de Cuisine
	marilyndavis17@gmail.com

	Birthday Club
	pam.fite@yahoo.com
	Cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com

	Bookworms
	jmust52@gmail.com

	Bunco 1
	susie@adairtotravel.com

	Bunco 2
	monicalehrer@gmail.com
	betsyroh@yahoo.com

	Bunco 4
	sharon@sharonaharry.com

	Bunco 5
	jgirndt@swbell.net

	Bunco 7
	monicalehrer@gmail.com

	Couples Bunco 1
	monicalehrer@gmail.com

	Canasta 1
	deannacordell@att.net

	Canasta 2
	lucytucker65@gmail.com

	Canasta 3
	2nd Tuesday 11:00 am
	Teresa Bryant
	713-304-0580

	Tealea@swbell.net
	Canasta 4
	myriamalmquist@hotmail.com

	Canasta 5
	b_hinkle@live.com

	Canasta 6
	ginnylou72@gmail.com

	Canasta 7
	sharrick@aol.com

	Canasta 8
	lhmartz63@yahoo.com

	Cocktails & Conversations
	p.wasserman@aol.com

	Crafty House
	jsyeager88@gmail.com

	Dinner with Friends Ft. Bend
	ehickmon50@yahoo.com

	Five Crowns 1
	shartex@gmail.com

	Five Crowns 2
	fredphart@aol.com

	Five Crowns 3
	cindysmithclub@gmail.com

	Garden Friends
	gmikulenka@comcast.net

	Genealogy
	jacobs76179@yahoo.com
	vhflynn@windstream.net

	Hand & Foot Canasta
	hunybuny4590@gmail.com

	Happy Hour
	annloraine1@comcast.net

	Ladies Game Night
	dzyjnn@yahoo.com

	Lunch Bunch
	monicalehrer@gmail.com
	bearbeat1@aol.com

	Mahjong - National League
	mkraskin@comcast.net

	Mexican Train 1
	ckanusky@aol.com

	Mexican Train 2
	Mexican Train 3
	hhigginbo@juno.com

	Mexican Train 4
	jsyeager88@gmail.com
	Movie Madness


	Pinochle
	lgombac@yahoo.com

	Scrabble
	rose-cottage@comcast.net

	1st Monday Shanghai
	Myriamalmquist@gmail.com

	1st Tuesday Shanghai
	cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com

	Shanghai 2
	terlward@yahoo.com

	Shanghai East
	tealea@swbell.net

	Shanghai Ladies
	scrappychic1@gmail.com

	Shanghai
	Olipatty@yahoo.com

	Shanghai Shakers
	4th Tuesday 10:30 am
	sharon@sharonaharry.com
	Singles Group



	Treasure Hunters
	marshawicks@yahoo.com

	Wine with Friends
	cherie@sugarlandinsuranceagent.com




