PROCLAMATION
PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 AS
FORT BEND FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS DAY

WHEREAS, in 1981, Sugar Land, Texas was in a growth era. Families continued to swarm to
the area from the south, north, mid-west and west! Master-planned communities had been developed
and were expanding! To welcome the new families and homeowners, a Welcome Wagon hostess
delivered baskets of gifts supplied by local businesses. Over a cup of coffee, the hostesses would tell
new residents about local civic and cultural activities in the community and handing out gifts and
coupons from local businesses; and,

WHEREAS, while the Welcome Wagon hostess remained to greet newcomers to the
community, the new residents joined together to share fellowship and common. interest. In
accordance with the rules of Welcome Wagon International, a “newcomer” had to leave membership
after two years of residence within the community. Also, Welcome Wagon International limited the
areas within Fort Bend County as to who could join and participate in the social activities; and,

WHEREAS, during 1988-1989, members of Welcome Wagon Sugar Land voted that they
preferred not to have the restrictions imposed by Welcome Wagon International, those being. two-
years of residency, limitations of where you lived, and that speakers were only Welcome Wagon
business supporters. The ladies then decided to restructure their club creating an atmosphere of
friendship and opportunities for “old and new” residents to become acquainted with one another in -
the community. These ladies pondered for a while over a new name in which to call themselves. One
day, President Ann’'Hayden, told her husband about her and her friends dilemma. Understanding the
commitment and friendship that these ladies held, J.C. Hayden said to his wife, “Ann, all of you are
friends and neighbors, why not call yourselves that”’ Thus, Fort Bend Fnends and Nerghbars (FBFN)
was formed and, , _ | : |

WHEREAS, today, Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors has approx:mately 350 members from the
eastern, western, narthern and southern areas of Fort Bend County! The cities, towns, and villages
that comprise Fort Bend County are: Arcola, Beasley, Fairchilds, Fulshear, Houston (mostly in Harris
County), Katy, Meadows Place, Missouri City (majority in Fort Bend}, Needville, Orchard, Pleak,
Richmond, Rosenberg, Simonton, Stafford, Sugar Land, Thompsons, and Weston Lakes. Other
unincorporated areas of Fort Bend County are census-designated areas: Cinco Ranch, Cumings, Fifth
Street, Four Corners, Fresno, Greatwood, Mission Bend, New Territory, Pecan Grove, and Sienna
Plantation. Other unincorporated areas of Fort Bend County are: Booth, Crabb, Clodine, Foster, Guy,
Juliff, Long Point, Pittsville, Powell Point, and Tavener; and,

WHEREAS, Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors include many long-standing members (some
dating back to 1983) and many long-time Fort Bend County residents; and newcomers continue to
arrive daily who are just looking for a new friend!

NOW THEREFORE, 1, Joe M. Gurecky, by virtue of the authority vested in me as mayor of
the City of Rosenberg, do hereby proclaim September 16, 2010, as: “Fort Bend Friends and Neighbors
Day” in the Citv of Rosenberg.

| i In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and
o i 4 caused the Official Seal of the City of Rosenberg to
5 ) ; be affixed this the 16th day of September, A.D.,

| / i 2010.
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Joe M.re




